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April 12, 2005

Lieutenant Colonel Michael Licata, President

Community Anti-Terrorism Training Institute

CATEYES

P.O. Box 1538

Hightstown, N.J. 08520

Subject: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, City Paramedics CATEYES UPDATE

Dear Lieutenant Colonel Licata:

City of Pittsburgh Paramedic’s are receiving NIMS Training, a Federal Incident Command Course and the CATEYES, Community Anti-Terrorism Training to properly prepare them for Homeland Security Initiatives. Recently paramedic-training officers became CATEYES instructors and begin training community groups and the entire 200-paramedic staff members in the spring of 2005.

The CATEYES Course has been well received.  Comments ranged from the course offered user-friendly information; to it is the best Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) class they ever attended. Instructors focused on the key points of identification of threat levels, understanding the types of terrorism and identifying terrorism cells, observing their activity and reporting the findings to the appropriate authorities. The Pittsburgh Paramedic CATEYES Program is also promoting the elimination of racism and terrorism through educating and empowering the EMS professional.

Pittsburgh Paramedics have enjoyed the CATEYES program since it enhances their awareness of terrorist operations activities through reflection of past global experiences by case reviews of bombings, hijackings, assassinations and armed attacks. Participants related that the highlight of the program is the review of observation techniques and reporting procedures of possible suspicious activity.  The CATEYES program reinforces basic observation skills, basic description collection procedures and vehicle identification procedures to enhance capture of suspected terrorist individuals.  CATEYES uses standard law enforcement ID description elements for actors to include CYMBALS (color: hair, eyes skin; year: birthday/age; make: nationality; body: height & weight; attire: color & type; looks: Tattoo, beard, hair type; and sex). Other important information necessary for criminal apprehension is vehicle description elements that include CYMBALS (color; year; make/model; body style; license plate number and state).  The information CATEYES teaches aims at gathering basic vital elements that reminds EMS personnel that they can acquire many pieces of information with some basic observations skills.  Paramedics found this course and its information very helpful for daily EMS operations and for anti-terrorism prevention.  

EMS personnel felt the CATEYES program enhances their abilities off duty and on duty.  As citizens we need to continue to perform individualized observations to keep America safe. As Emergency Medical Professionals we need to sharpen our skills and observation abilities during the performance of our daily job.  CATEYES promotes the awareness of the desired skills and abilities to protect the paramedic and citizen. Currently Pittsburgh EMS has trained over 200 citizens and 200 paramedics in CATEYES. The City of Pittsburgh, Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Emergency Medical Services is honored to participate in the CATEYES education program that promotes safety through passive participation in community anti-terrorism. 

Sincerely:

Roy E. Cox Jr., D.Ed. (ABD), EMT-P

City of Pittsburgh, Bureau of EMS

Patient Care Coordinator and CATEYES Instructor
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